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PREFACE.

- PHE Satye-Valtd, a weekly paper, was started in Gujarati in
May 1886.  Ever since that time no effort has been sparved to
make it both useful and attractive, and its proprietors and promo-
ters take this opportunity of thanking the public for appreciating
all that has been done or attempted in that direction. It is hardly
four years since the paper was started, and its subscribers already
number 1400. '

In addition to the literary service which the paper has been
trying to render, it has also from time to time made valuable pre-
sents to its numerous subscribers in the shape of books and portraits.
The personages whose portraits have been thus presented, include
among them Her in11)e1'ial Majesty the Queen-Empress, H. R. H.
]?_rifme Albert Victor, and enlightened princes like Their Highness-
cs, the Maharajas of Baroda, Catchh, Mysore, Ratlam, I%hawnagar,
Dhrangadra, Idar, Rajkot, Limbdi, &ec. &e. It is needless to
point out the object of ma_kiﬁg many of these presents, beyond
this that the public of Gujarat is a heterogeneous mass of morc
numerous castes and eommunities. than ave probably to be found in
any other part of India, that these again are geographically and

- politically divided and separated from one another in various
ways, and that a diffusion among:: them of the knowledge of onc.
another is only an indispensable step towards drawing them into
closer and more homogeneous union. The present Album is but
another step in furtherance of the same object. The gentlemen
whom we have included here, -are men who move our literary
world, or head our political circles, or staud high in mercantile or
professional life. Théy are genbtlemen of various castes and# =
diverse spheres of life. Geographically their list travels fro
to end of Gujarat. We have attempted to make the po i,ﬁ”f
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biographies as less imperfect as ¢could be made in the face of all
the difficulties that must naturally bescet what is a first cffort of
1ts kind in our province.

The difficulties will, it is hoped, sufficicntly explain the
somewhat great delay that has dccurred in publishing this volume.
The difficulties of a writer who proposes to collect his materials,
not from already printed books, but from the unwritten lives of
living individuals, may well be left to be conceived. Again, if we '
have an apology to offer for this delay, we have also to ask credit
for having done more than we ever promised. We had at first
proposed to give about 25 portraits only and to append very brief
accounts of the careers of the portrayed. We now present 66 por-
traits instead of 25, and give as many concise but fuller biogra-
phies. And for this costly addition our subscribers and purchasers
Ah_a,ve nothing to pay. A‘

22nd, October 1889, KESHAVLAL HARIVITHALDASS,
Bombay. Proprietor of the Satya-Vakta.

—
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