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“ Now Buddha as we know attained
to his Buddhahood at the close of a Iong
fast; and according to the Canons of Euro-
péan art he should have been represented in
a state of extreme emaciation. +.+ +°* but
the Indian sculptors never descended to such
t;ulgarity. With their finer artistic insight
they would not take the hideousness of the
starvation as the Symbol of their worship;
they thought not of the feeble wasted human
body but only of the spiritual strength and
beauty the Master had gamed through hls
enhghtment. 'I'hey give hlm a new sptr;tu-
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alised body, broad shouldered, deep chested,
golden coloured, smooth skinned, supple and -
lithe as a young lion.” '
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European art has, as it were, its wings
clipped; it knows only the beauty of earthly
things. Indian art soaring into the highest
emphyrean, is ever trying to bring down to
earth something of the beauty of the things
above. + -+ + . Physical beauty was to
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the Greeks a divine characteristic, the perfect
human animal received divine honours from
them both Before and after death,

The Hindu artist has an entirely diffe-
rent starting point. He believes that tha
highest type of beauty must be sought after,
not_in imitation or selection of human or
natural forms but in the endeavours to suggest
something finer and more subtle than ordinary
physical beauty, + + 4, Indian art isessentially
idealistic, mystic, symbolic and transcendental,
The artist is both priest and poet.”
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¢ The Buddhas and Bodhi Sattvas of
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this period are soulless puppets, debased types
of the Greek and Roman pantheon posing
.uncomfortably in the attitudes of Indian as-
ceticism. Not even in the best types of
Gandhar do we find the spirituality the wor-
shipfulness of the true Indian ideal, ”
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be exactly its vocation : to be hallowed place
wherein mankind will rise again to the child-
ship of God for which religion has educated:
them in past ages of evolution,”
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